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                 PRESS RELEASE



Ford E-Transit hits European roads as fleet customers begin trial with high-productivity all-electric van

· Ford’s all-electric E-Transit kicks off customer trials with major European fleets ahead of volume launch in spring 2022
· Intensive real-world trial sees E-Transit working with key operators in the postal, municipal and utilities, last mile and grocery delivery sectors
· Trial features full range of high-productivity E-Transit variants including chassis cab conversions with box van, refrigerated box, tipper and dropside bodies 
DUNTON, UK, Aug. 23, 2021 – Ford’s all-electric Transit is starting work on European roads as customer trials commence with a selection of major fleet operators ahead of the volume sales launch in spring 2022.
The trial kicks off with ten E-Transit prototypes being put to the test across a variety of intensive real-world operating scenarios in the postal, municipal and utilities, last mile and grocery delivery sectors within Germany, Norway and the UK. Among the trial partners are AWB waste disposal, Balfour Beatty, the City of Cologne municipal fleet, DHL Express in the UK, DPD, Norwegian Post, Ocado and Recover Nordic.

The trials fleet features a full range of E-Transit variants including van, double-cab-in-van and chassis cab derivatives with gross vehicle masses from 3.5 to 4.25 tonnes, 1 and a variety of specialised vehicle conversions that reflect the complex operating requirements that Transit vehicles need to support. 

“We want to demonstrate that helping customers reduce their environmental impact can go hand-in-hand with improving their productivity,” said Dave Petts, market lead, urban electrified vans, Ford of Europe. “Real-world mileage in customer hands helps us to show the business benefits that E-Transit can deliver, as well as providing valuable feedback on usage patterns and charging behaviour so that we can refine the operating experience. We firmly believe in treating our customers like family, and this programme highlights the value we place on those close partnerships.”

The trials mark the latest phase in Ford’s development of the new E-Transit, following a demanding testing programme at Ford proving grounds and engineering facilities. Trials partners will operate the E-Transit prototypes over six- or 12-month periods. 

A variety of specialised conversions

E-Transit has been carefully engineered to allow simple and straightforward conversion using the same fixtures and fittings developed for existing Transit models. A selection of the trial vehicles have been converted – with support from the Ford-approved Qualified Vehicle Modifier network – to help demonstrate the versatility of the E-Transit platform. Examples of the conversions include:

· Refrigerated box body for grocery delivery, powered by 2.3 kW ProPower Onboard system

· Dropside body for construction with light beacons and weight sensors

· Caged tipper for refuse removal

· Last-mile delivery box body with walkthrough bulkhead and rear air suspension

· Last-mile delivery van with bonded internal racking, walkthrough bulkhead and front jump seat

The E-Transit customer trials programme follows an earlier successful initiative featuring the Transit Custom Plug-In Hybrid, during which a cross-section of city-based customers covered over 240,000 km (150,000 miles) and found they could operate in zero-emission mode for 75 per cent of their mileage when in central London. 2 Further testing in Cologne, Germany helped demonstrate the benefit of an innovative dynamic geofencing technology, which automatically triggered zero-emissions EV Now mode in areas with particularly high air pollution to help improve local air quality in urban areas. 

In 2020, Ford achieved its sixth successive year as the leader in commercial vehicle sales in Europe. The trend has continued into 2021, with Ford maintaining its position as the region’s best-selling commercial vehicle brand during the first half of this year. 3
# # #
1 Cargo and load capacity limited by weight and weight distribution.
2 https://media.ford.com/content/fordmedia/feu/en/news/2019/07/08/hybrid-electric-vans-present-practical--accessible-solution-for-.html
3 https://media.ford.com/content/fordmedia/feu/en/news/2021/07/21/ford-of-europe-sales-highlights-q2-2021.html
###

About Ford Motor Company

Ford Motor Company (NYSE: F) is a global company based in Dearborn, Michigan, that is committed to helping build a better world, where every person is free to move and pursue their dreams.  The company’s Ford+ plan for growth and value creation combines existing strengths, new capabilities and always-on relationships with customers to enrich experiences for and deepen the loyalty of those customers.  Ford designs, manufactures, markets and services a full line of connected, increasingly electrified passenger and commercial vehicles:  Ford trucks, utility vehicles, vans and cars, and Lincoln luxury vehicles.  The company is pursuing leadership positions in electrification, connected vehicle services and mobility solutions, including self-driving technology, and provides financial services through Ford Motor Credit Company.  Ford employs about 186,000 people worldwide.  More information about the company, its products and Ford Motor Credit Company is available at corporate.ford.com.
Ford of Europe is responsible for producing, selling and servicing Ford brand vehicles in 50 individual markets and employs approximately 43,000 employees at its wholly owned facilities and consolidated joint ventures and approximately 55,000 people when unconsolidated businesses are included. In addition to Ford Motor Credit Company, Ford Europe operations include Ford Customer Service Division and 14 manufacturing facilities (10 wholly owned facilities and four unconsolidated joint venture facilities). The first Ford cars were shipped to Europe in 1903 – the same year Ford Motor Company was founded. European production started in 1911.

Ford in Belgium & Luxemburg
Ford Belgium distributes Ford vehicles and Ford original parts in Belgium & Luxemburg, since 1922.

Ford Lommel Proving Ground is the lead test facility for validation of all Ford models in Europe, with approximately 390 employees. 
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Jo Declercq – Directeur Communications & Public Affairs – 02.482.21.03 – jdecler2@ford.com
Julien Libioul – Press Officer – 02.482.21.05 – jlibioul@ford.com
For news releases, photos and video, visit www.fordpers.be, www.fordmedia.eu or www.media.ford.com.  

Follow www.facebook.com/FordBelgium, twitter.com/FordBelgie, www.youtube.com/fordofeurope 
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